Highland Branch

Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: In May a boat trip on Loch Ness was organised by Paul Wilson. Unfortunately only Bob Chalmers and Phil Lefevre were able to attend due to the short notice but a good time was had nonetheless even though no fish were caught. Phil’s reason for this was that his line was not long enough to reach the bottom!

At the beginning of June, Alastair and Nicky Mackenzie paid a visit to Horseback UK, a charity recently started by former Royal Marine, Jock Hutchison near Aboyne, Aberdeenshire for the rehabilitation of Royal Marines injured in Afghanistan. As is normal in Scotland in June it rained the whole day, but Jock was very welcoming and after tea and bacon butties Alastair and Nicky were shown around the site and even given a shot on the horses. There is a lot of work to be done with this charity and our Branch is considering raising funds to help them in the future. For those interested I suggest that you look on Jock’s website at www.horseback.org.uk 

 Our treasurer, Bob Chalmers has finally had the operation to correct his ankle and is back home convalescing, or as Sandra will say; “ laying about watching television and being waited on”.[nothing new there then] We look forward to Bob coming back to our meetings in the near future as we need another cheque book.
On 13th June, our esteemed transport rep, Allan Mitchell drove six of us to Barrybudden for the annual Falklands memorial parade; two other Branch members met us there. For once the weather was kind to us in Arbroath, although it rained all day in Inverness. It was nice to have a few drinks with our colleagues both retired and serving in the Arbroath Royal British Legion and we thank the East of Scotland Branch for their hospitality. We were then given a tour around RM Condor by the duty SNCO, C/Sgt Dave Mason. It was good to see the base again after many years and see the facilities that 45Cdo Group has today.

On 19th June, Doug Frazer again organised a tom bola stall at the annual Inverness Crossroads Carers event in Inverness. He was ably assisted by Phil Lefevre, Roy Mooney and Sandra Chalmers and Phil’s good lady, Janet also helped out later in the day. For once the weather was good and a tidy sum was collected for our Branch funds. This is the third time our Branch have supported this local charity and it is well attended by local people.

On 27th June several of the Branch attended the annual Spean Bridge Commando veteran’s parade, this year organised by the RMA Scotland. As always it was good to see a detachment from FPGRM and several standard bearers from far afield. There was always rain threatening and true to form it rained on the parade for the last few minutes of the service. Despite the rain, it is always humbling to hear the latest casualty list of our fallen colleagues read out this time by RSM A.McGill QGM RM.

After the service, a march past took place with Major General Andrew Whitehead CB DSO taking the salute. Once again the parade found it almost impossible to march in step to a solitary piper and in our opinion should be scrapped next year in order to preserve some dignity.

The members attending then repaired to the Spean Bridge Hotel where members had a good buffet and met many colleagues from all over the UK. Nev Munday from the East of Scotland Branch organised a very good raffle with Phil Lefevre and Allan Mitchell each winning a prize. All in all a good day out and well worth the effort.

Finally, as we read the ever rising death toll from 40 Commando in Afghanistan we would like to send our sincere condolences to those families who have lost loved ones and would assure them that they are in our thoughts at this time.     
