Highland Branch

Branch Sec; 01349 863628

Meets; Last Friday monthly at 1930hrs

Alastair Mackenzie writes; The second AGM of the Highland Branch was held at the end of October. Paul Wilson was elected as Vice Chairman and Roy Mooney was elected as Assistant Secretary. An entertainments sub committee was also elected to help Phil Lefevre in organising next year’s events and we wish those new committee members every success in the coming year.

We aim to better our 2009 fundraising efforts for RMA funds in 2010 but have been somewhat set back by our local Tesco superstores who now insist that dates to collect at their stores have to be booked well in advance with their PR firm and not with the stores direct. This means that we have to accept dates given to us and we are informed that the stores are fully booked until July. We wonder if this is nationwide or just the Scottish Tesco stores.

Our Corps birthday disco and buffet was held on the day after our AGM and once again was well organised by Phil Lefevre with considerable help from Doug Frazer.

We were joined by several RMR and serving colleagues and the RM school of dance was very much in evidence. Sylvia Rae deserves a special mention for putting together and donating a huge hamper for the raffle star prize.

The Branch was represented at several different locations for Remembrance Day including, Inverness, Spean Bridge, Invergordon, Durness and Muir of Ord. The Branch standard and eight Branch members paraded at Dingwall on a cold but dry day and toasts were drunk to “absent friends” in the Dingwall Royal British Legion on completion.

On 3rd December the Branch standard and eight members paraded in Inverness in the rain for the welcome home march through the city by the recently returned Black Watch battalion to nearby Fort George from Afghanistan. The public turned out in numbers and the battalion were given a great welcome home.

Instead of our normal monthly meeting we had a “run ashore” in Inverness on 12th December. Starting at a lively local music venue at midday nine Branch members were joined by our serving colleagues, Mac, Euan, Martin, Dave and Doug[surnames omitted to protect them !] A great day out was had by all as the “dits” were swapped fast and furious and “stick” was given out and received with Willie Rae getting his fair share as only one of two present who had served in 42Cdo and not 45.

We were very pleased to see our serving colleagues who live in the area and look forward to seeing them again soon. The one great thing about our Corps is that the humour and spirit across the ages is timeless.

Our Branch Secretary Roddie Macrae was in hospital for a while over the Christmas period but I am glad to report he is now at home and well on the mend. We wish him a speedy recovery.

At the time of writing we have been virtually snow bound for the last two weeks with continuing very low temperatures but we look forward to the coming year and to seeing many of our colleagues in other Branches at events across the country. Good luck to all for 2010.    
