Highland Branch

Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: last Friday Monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: The last two months have been a fairly quiet one with not too much to report. We are pleased to welcome several  new members , Derek McAdam, Tim Walker , Ken Poulson and  Donnie Nicholson as well as Sandra Chalmers our treasurers good lady. This boosts our total to 29 and we have others who have promised to join in the next few months.

We are now starting to organise our events for the coming year. We have a fund raising month in April to coincide with the Commando Brigades return from Afghanistan, where we are collecting money for Corps charities at our local superstores over three weekends.

Sixteen of us are travelling south to London for the Graspan parade on the overnight sleeper in May. We have accommodation and transport booked in London and we were lucky enough to get a Lottery grant for this weekend, so we are very much looking forward to the trip. [I believe that some of our members have not been out of Scotland for many years and were concerned about the protocol at the border] 
One of our newest members, Ken Poulson a former bandsman, has not been too well recently and is currently in a care home near Glasgow , so we would like to wish him well and will call in and see him when we are in the area.

On February 27th several of the Branch attended the funeral of Ian Mackenzie, a former ships marine who passed over the bar last week. Several of us visited Ian in hospital before Christmas and we were saddened to hear of his passing. Our sympathies are with his family at this time.
There are several events in the pipeline for the coming year and we are teaming up with the local RMR for a couple of these. We are going to visit their new training centre in Cameron Barracks soon and hope to hold our meetings there once they are better established.

We are ever more aware of the rising casualty list from Afghanistan and it does the heart good to receive some airmail “blueys” back from our serving colleagues saying how much they appreciated the shoeboxes. The main theme seems to be gratitude that we at home are thinking of them over there. Good luck boys, we are proud of you.    
