Highland Branch

Branch Sec; 01349 863628

Meets; last Friday monthly ar1930hrs

Alastair Mackenzie writes; on 15th May, sixteen of the Branch boarded the overnight sleeper from Inverness to London Euston for the Graspan parade on the Sunday.

Almost all attending came equipped with the obligatory amber nectar and we finally climbed into our bunks just as the train was entering the outskirts of London!!
On arrival at the hotel, we split up and went sightseeing for the day before meeting up for a great evening meal. As several of us were wearing kilts, we decided to test out the local hostelries where we attracted much attention from both sexes!
Apart from an early shower on the way to Horse guards Parade the day was bright and the sun shone which made the whole experience one to remember. We were joined on parade by our oldest member, Ken Poulson whose daughter in law, Sheila had brought him from his home in Glasgow. Ken unfortunately had forgotten his Corps tie and was lent a guards tie by a passing “donkey walloper” to whom we are very grateful. Ken managed to complete the whole march distance, at the age of 86, and we were very pleased to have him march with us.

The parade was slightly spoiled for us by the person who was allowed to march wearing a white panama hat instead of a beret, especially as everyone else had made the effort. Hopefully this will be rectified next year. We arrived back in Inverness on Monday morning after a memorable weekend.

At our May meeting we welcomed new member, Sandy Sutherland from Kinloss and Peter Yates who was visiting from the mid Devon Branch. Peter kindly brought some items for the raffle and unexpectedly presented us with a plaque from his branch for which we are very grateful. I served with Peter in the 70’s and had not seen him for 37years, so it was a pleasure to see him again. As the weather was fine Peter did not have his train-spotters anorak with him but no doubt had it nearby in case of an emergency sighting of a Mallard or such like.

At the same meeting we were pleased to welcome Mnes Dave McCorquadale and Euan Urquhart who had recently returned from Afghanistan. Both Marines gave us a short talk on what they had been doing on Op Herrick 9 and promised to attend our meetings in the future when they are back home. 
Dave and Euan were brought to the meeting by Scott Thompson our local RMR and Branch member. All three had been brought up and gone to school in Drumnadrochit a small village near Inverness which must be a unique achievement for their school and the Corps.

We were told how much the support of the RMA and particularly the shoebox appeal was appreciated by the Brigade on operations and we in turn salute their achievements in Afghanistan and welcome their safe return.

On 14th June, Roddie Macrae, Willie and Sylvia Rae and Paul Wilson represented the Branch at the East of Scotland’s Branch parade at Barrybudden.

The service once again was a very moving one and the day finished with a buffet at Arbroath British Legion where Roddie presented a Highland Branch plaque to our hosts.  

We have since had another collection day in Inverness and the Spean Bridge parade which will be reported on in the next issue due to the amount of space this report has already taken.
Slainte to all!
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