Highland Branch
Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: last Friday monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: The Branch diary in June was very full with the Branch again having a stall at the Northern Meeting Park for the Inverness Carers charity day.

Once again Doug Frazer ran a very successful stall, helped by Phil and Janet Lefevre, Bob Chalmers, Roy Mooney and Taff Williams. Through the selling of raffle tickets we managed to raise £150 for RMA funds which was creditable as there were several other high profile events going on in Inverness on that day.

The chairman, secretary and treasurer attend at Spean Bridge hotel on the Saturday before the Sunday parade to attend a meeting and elect office bearers for the new Scotland and Northern Ireland region. Our own Secretary Roddie Macrae, was elected as welfare officer for the region and we wish him well in this demanding post.
The Spean Bridge parade itself was well attended once again and Allan Mitchell kindly drove us from Inverness in his work bus.  Col R A W Spencer OBE and WO1 [RSM] M Davison RM, together with a big detachment from Fleet Protection Group Royal Marines made the occasion memorable. A small RM band ensemble helped us keep in tune with the hymns although nothing could help us keep in time! 
The weather was unbelievably good although a strong wind gave the standard bearers some problems. The occasion was particularly moving when the RSM read out the names of members of the Commando Brigade fallen in the last year.

Once the parade was over we had a good buffet meal at the Spean Bridge hotel and we were able to mix with serving colleagues and swop dits and sink a dram or two.

 At the end of July, the Royal British Legion in Inverness held their first armed forces day. Unfortunately, due to a lack of forward planning and information the Branch was not able to attend in numbers due to work and holiday commitments, however, Roddie Macrae carried the standard over the weekend and Bob Chalmers and Phil Lefevre also managed to attend and represent the Royal Marines Association. Next year we will try to do better.

We are now busy forward planning, looking forward to the re union in September and thinking about attending the MFM2011.

