Highland Branch

Branch Sec; 01349 863628

Meets last Friday Monthly at 1930hrs

Alastair Mackenzie writes: At the final count the Branch collected goods and filled 725 shoeboxes for our serving colleagues in Afghanistan, a feat for which we are justifiably proud. We had a considerable amount of goods left over which was given to a local charity and distributed to the homeless and needy of Inverness for Christmas. 

We have made a number “thank you” certificates and given them to the firms who helped with our appeal but our main thanks go to the ordinary people of Inverness and local area who were so generous and gave so freely.

Our first AGM was held on 31st October and we were able to reflect on what we have achieved in our first year as a Branch. We have come a long way, but there is still much to do and our main aim for the coming year is to attract more members. We are aware that there are several former Royal Marines and Reservists in the area who for one reason or another have not joined us and we aim to speak to these people and try to encourage them to come to our meetings..

Following our AGM, we had our first social function which took the form of a 60’s and 70’s disco and also celebrated the Corps Birthday. Phil Lefevre, our entertainments rep deserves much praise for organising the event which was enjoyed by all who attended and it was interesting to see the competition for the best “John Travolta” of the night! Good one Willie!
This year the Branch attended the Remembrance parade and service in Inverness. Roddie Macrae once again carried our standard well and we even managed to stay dry for the whole of the parade despite rain falling for most of the day. For some reason the Inverness RBL organise this parade for 1500hrs so we might think again where we go next year as the general feeling in the Branch is that this parade should be at 1100hrs.

In November the Chairman and Secretary attended a meeting of all the Scottish RMA Branch chairmen at RMR Glasgow where the CEO, Charlie Hobson chaired a meeting to discuss the formation of the new Scottish region in 2009. We came away from this meeting full of enthusiasm for next year and look forward to June when the new region should come into being.

Prior to our November meeting, two of our stalwarts, Willie and Sylvia Rae held their retirement party at their home town, Buckie. At this party Willie and Sylvia asked that no presents be bought but donations made to the Highland Branch. As a consequence they presented the Branch with a considerable cash sum for which we are very grateful. Thanks to you both, you are stars!   

At the time of writing Christmas has come and gone and Hogmanay beckons, however, our celebrations are tinged with more than a little sadness at the loss of so many of our serving colleagues in the first few weeks of their deployment. Our thoughts and heartfelt condolences go to their families at this time and makes us even more determined to raise our game for 2009 and do our bit for the good of our Corps.      

