Highland Branch
Branch Sec: 01349 863628
Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930
Alastair Mackenzie ,writes: We have come a long way since our inaugural meeting in September. On that first meeting we had seven former Royal Marines who met up and decided that there was enough commitment and interest to start our own branch up here in the Highlands of Scotland.

We have had messages of support from the other Scottish branches and the Northern region, and our Chief Executive, Charlie Hobson, has also been very helpful and supportive and has promised to come and see us before too long.
We have had two formal meetings as a branch since that first meeting and our numbers have risen to twenty one on the roll to date with more expected in the New Year. 

We have sadly had one of our members “cross over the bar” recently. POX 110717 Donald “Don” Grant passed away suddenly on 8th December. Don was a D Day veteran and a member of the Inverness Branch of the Royal Marines Association when it was first formed in 1947. The branch didn’t last long unfortunately and Don was so pleased when the branch was formed again in his home town. He was always proud of his Royal Marines heritage. The funeral and interment was well attended and very moving with a lone piper playing a lament.
Don will be sorely missed by us and all his friends in the Inverness British Legion and our sincere condolences go out to his wife Netta and family.
The chairman, Alastair Mackenzie, Dave Sutherland and Doug Fraser attended the Spean Bridge remembrance service on November11th and a wreath was laid at the Commando memorial on behalf of the Highland Branch.

The service was very well attended by former Commandos from all services, as well as a large detachment from FPGRM.
The weather was very kind to us and the sun shone for most of the parade and the scenery is second to none. An artillery detachment fired rounds to mark the start and finish of the two minutes silence and a piper played the lament making it a very moving experience.
We look forward to being involved in the next parade at Spean Bridge in June next year.

The formation of the branch is very much a learning curve for all of us and we have many challenges ahead. We have to raise money to purchase our own standard and hope to do so as soon as possible.  We also aim to help the serving Corps and Royal Marines charities and dependants in the future. The one thing we do have is enthusiasm and this new branch will go from strength to strength as time goes on.

If you are up this way, there will be a warm welcome for you in the Highlands. We meet on the last Friday of the month at 1930hrs in the Inverness British Legion. Come and share a dit, have a dram and enjoy the company of former members of our great Corps.
Finally, our thoughts go out at this festive time to all Royal Marines serving all over the world. Take care and return home safe to your families at the end of your duties. 
