Highland Branch
Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: As a branch we have had a quiet Christmas and Hogmanay but this coming year promises to be rather different with several parades and social functions to attend.

The 12th January saw the end of the “Highland Year of Culture” with several pipe bands and a torchlight procession from the town centre to the Kessock Bridge where a spectacular firework display was held.
Dave Sutherland decided he would migrate south for the winter and is at present in Portugal.

Fraser Ross had his 50th birthday bash at Inverness Caley Thistle supporters club, not a bad effort for a Ross County supporter. One nameless member went to the stadium instead of the club and missed the party, but I’m sure he will hear no more about that…much!!
Our standard has been ordered and our standard bearer designate [volunteered], Paul Wilson is looking forward to parading it as soon as it has been dedicated. Invitations will be in the post for the dedication service which will be held in Inverness.
The standard will also be re-dedicated at the RMA reunion at CTCRM in September.

We are especially grateful to the family of the late Don Grant who have donated funds towards our standard. We also thank East of Scotland branch, Edinburgh branch, Exmouth branch, Northern Region and Inverness British Legion for their financial help. The branch members have also donated money to the standard and branch funds 

and the commitment shown in this respect shows great promise for the future. 
Contact has been made with the Inverness Royal Naval Association and we have received invitations to their social evenings this year.

Several members will be going to the Thomas Peck Hunter parade in Edinburgh on 6th April and it will be a good opportunity meet and socialise with our colleagues in the capital [Scottish]

At our last meeting, the chairman, Alastair Mackenzie presented a branch plaque to the chairman of Inverness British Legion, Brian Matheson, in recognition of all their help and support since our formation last year.

We have much to look forward to this year, not least being the proposed change of region structure and whatever happens, this branch hopes to play a full part.  

