Highland Branch

Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930
Alastair Mackenzie writes: Seven of the branch attended the RMA reunion weekend at CTCRM. It was great to meet up with colleagues who had not been seen for a number of years and “swing the lamp “a bit.
As usual the weekend got off to a good start in the RAFA Club on the Friday evening where many “wets” were consumed and the dits flowed thick and fast! We were honoured to be presented with a branch plaque from the Exmouth Branch for which we thank Bill Flatt, Jeff Trail and the members. Jeff, true to form, stitched the  Highland Branch chairman up very well as a plaque was not brought down from Inverness to return the compliment[in flight weight restrictions !] This has now been rectified. We thank the Exmouth Branch most sincerely for their friendship and hospitality.
Saturday dawned bright and sunny. A bit too bright for some, still recovering from the night before, however, the day was much enjoyed by all and we took part in the shooting competition, did not finish last, and generally took in the atmosphere of CTCRM. The concert in the evening was superb and rounded off a good day.

Sunday morning was also bright and sunny and during the parade our standard was rededicated. Our secretary, Roddie Macrae carried our standard with pride and did such an excellent job that it was remarked upon by the RMA President, and CEO.

It was a proud moment for all of us to march behind the Royal Marines band once more and the introduction of bottles of water by the parade staff whilst we waited to be inspected was a great idea in the hot weather.

Once again many “wets” were consumed in the drill shed and we were fortunate to meet and talk to Major General Gary Robison, the CGRM.
It was also a good chance to talk to our serving colleagues, recruits and young officers and we got an up to date idea of what the Corps is all about these days. It was quite humbling to hear what is going on in Afghanistan and Iraq from our lads who have served there.

At the time of writing we are well into our collecting for the shoebox appeal for our colleagues of the 3rd Commando Brigade and their deployment to Afghanistan.

Initially we had a very negative response from the local stores in Inverness and beyond when we asked them if we could collect goods. Luckily, we have a friend in the local newspaper offices who mentioned this to the editor and a very damning article appeared in the next edition condemning the stores for their lack of support for our troops. Since then we have been inundated with offers of help and our initial target of 400 boxes will be well exceeded and we expect to fill a further 300 boxes. We collected goods over three weekends and the local public have responded with generosity.  I would like to thank all members of the Highland Branch and their good ladies, most of who have full time jobs, who helped in this appeal, and I know that our serving colleagues will appreciate the fact that they are being thought of. We wish them all the best for this deployment.
Finally, we have our first AGM on 31st October, followed the next day by a disco and buffet to celebrate our first year and the Corps birthday, which is slightly older!
We have also been awarded a grant from Awards for All to attend the Graspan parade next year, see you all there!

Thank you to all members from across the RMA who have wished us well and contributed to our first year as a branch. You will be sure of a warm welcome if you visit us.
