Highland Branch

Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: The branch attended in numbers at the Spean Bridge parade on 29th June. It was good to see Charlie Hobson and Paddy Dunn who were joined by Col Spencer, RSM Davison and WO2 Broughton and a detachment from FPGRM. In true Highland tradition it was a day of sunshine and showers and although the service started in sunshine, the rain soon fell and dispelled the myth that the sun shines on the righteous. However this did nothing to dampen the spirits of those attending who enjoyed the service and were particularly moved when RSM Davison of FPGRM read out the names of those serving colleagues who had died in the last year.

All credit must go to Roddie Macrae who carried the branch standard in very difficult conditions after only about five minute’s instruction from his former squaddie and friend, Sharkey Ward.

On completion of the short march past we went back to the Spean Bridge Hotel where a buffet was served and several “wets” were consumed. 
Charlie Hobson then kindly gave us a short talk as a new branch and we returned to Inverness, still a bit damp but having really enjoyed the occasion.
On 19th and 20th July we shared a tent with the Inverness branch of the RNA at the Inverness Highland Games and although no recruits for our branch were forthcoming, we benefited from the experience and intend to attend more events later in the summer.

Saturday 19th July also saw our secretary, Roddie Macrae, organising the colour re-dedication parade at Dingwall Royal British Legion where he is the Chairman.

The parade went very well and the weather held good. There were eight green berets on parade and the branch is becoming seen more and more in the Highland area.
Unfortunately, Roddie, as parade marshall had to wear dress befitting the British Legion rather than his preferred green beret. This he could be forgiven for, but white gloves and a pace stick!! Come on Roddie, that is taking it too far even for a former LC rate!! That evening, several of the members stayed for the dance which was greatly enjoyed by all, none more so than by Willie Rae who’s impersonation of a “brown hatter” was far too convincing!!
We were greatly saddened to hear of the passing of Ray Lavery, chairman of the East of Scotland Branch. Our thoughts and condolences go to his family at this sad time.
On 9th August the branch were present at the Inverness Crossroads Carers Charity Fair at the Northern Meeting Park.
Doug Fraser did a sterling job in organising the whole event. We had a raffle with prizes and our main aim was to show our presence in the city in the hope that we might recruit new members to the branch. Although it was raining at the start of the day, contrary to the weather forecast, the sun came out before lunch and the weather was good from then on. Unfortunately the public took note of the forecast and stayed away in big numbers with less than half the amount attending than previous years.

Despite this we managed to collect over £200 for Corps charities and all those who took part did a great job. A special mention goes to Bob Chalmers and Phil Lefevre whose “highwayman” tactics separated many folks from their cash.
We now look forward to the RMA reunion at CTCRM and also to getting involved with the shoebox appeal for our comrades about to go to Afghanistan and Iraq. We wish our serving colleagues well for the next deployment and earnestly hope that they all come home safe and well, we are proud of their achievements. 

