Highland Branch
Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930hrs

Alastair Mackenzie writes; The branch has been busy of late raising funds for the purchase of our new branch standard. The standard has arrives and it is all systems go for the dedication service on 18th May. That service will be reported on in the next issue. We have received funds from Central Office and the Corps RSM since our last report and we thank them for their kind donations.

Our Secretary, Roddie Macrae continues to do sterling work on behalf of the branch and Bob Chalmers our valued treasurer, has never seen so much money !

Phil Lefevre our entertainments secretary is busy organising future events and Allen Mitchell has set up our new website. We look forward to receiving guest posts and we can be found on www.rma-highlands.org.uk     
Four of the branch attended the Thomas Peck Hunter parade in Edinburgh on 6th April and it was good to meet our colleagues from the other Scottish branches and share the odd dit or two. The journey south and back through the Aviemore area was a bit hairy with lying snow and blizzards and a distinct lack of gritters, but in true “Royal” fashion there was enough beer and whisky on board in case we had got stuck so all was well.

We are attending the Spean Bridge parade in force on 29th June as it will be the first parading of our standard after the dedication. There have also been several flights booked for the RMA reunion at CTCRM in September. 
Luckily the March/April edition of the Globe and Laurel came out in time for us to read of Vaughan Williams charity walk from John O Groats to Lands End in aid of spinal treatment for Oswestry hospital. Vaughan’s son Arthur is still a serving Royal Marine who broke his spine in several places in an accident.
On 29th April, the chairman ,Alastair Mackenzie and his wife Nicky, together with the secretary, Roddie Macrae joined Vaughan at Alness and walked [in stages] the 21miles into Inverness.

We were all impressed with Vaughan’s determination and found out very quickly what a thoroughly nice man he is.  
The branch donated funds to this good cause and a member also paid for Vaughan and his back up to stay at an Inverness hotel that night.

Vaughan will have finished his trek by the time this issue comes out but I would urge all RMA members to read about this very worthy cause on Vaughan’s website at  www.vaughanscharitywalk.co.uk and help if they can.

Photos 1 & 2 attached are entitled;

Chairman and Secretary of Highland Branch with Vaughan Williams.

Please use whichever photo you consider best. 
