Highland Branch
Branch Sec: 01349 863628

Meets: Last Friday monthly at 1930

Alastair Mackenzie writes: At the time of writing, Vaughan Williams has just completed his charity walk from John o Groats to Lands End. On behalf of us all in the Highland Branch, well done Vaughan on a great achievement and we hope to see you again before too long.

On 14th May the branch were invited by the Inverness Branch of the Royal Naval Association to take part in a quiz at their monthly meeting. We duly produced a team which beat the sailors, leaving it to a tie breaker to romp home to a deserved win and being presented with a bottle of “ Pussers” rum as our prize. We had a good night and were well looked after by our naval colleagues and hope to continue this friendship in the future.  
The service of dedication for the new branch standard of the Highland Branch took place at the Methodist Church in Inverness on Sunday 18th May.
The service was conducted by the Rev. Peter Howson and was attended by Major General Andrew Whitehead CB DSO, the reviewing officer.
The Inverness City Provost, Bob Wynd and WO2 Marty Broughton RM representing FPGRM were also present.
The family of one of the branch’s founder members, the late Don Grant attended the service. It was their generosity in donating funds from Don’s funeral collection that helped the branch to purchase the standard so quickly after its formation.
The standards of the Royal Marines Association East of Scotland Branch, Edinburgh Branch and Lanarkshire Branches, in addition to local British Legion and service associations completed the parade. A good turnout from the RMA branches helped to swell the numbers marching behind the new standard.  
The new standard was carried by Paul Wilson and was escorted by Roddie Macrae and Willie Rae, who did a fine job and are to be commended for their turnout and bearing.  

On completion of the service, the British Legion Pipe Band led the parade back to the British Legion Club.  Major General Whitehead took the salute en route.
Once back at the British Legion the standard was paraded through the lounge and laid up on the stage to the tune “Sarie Marias”, which the pipers had learned for the occasion.

The chairman Alastair Mackenzie welcomed those present, and read out a letter received from the RMA chief executive-Charlie Hobson congratulating the branch on their achievements so far.
Major General Whitehead then gave an inspirational address to the members full of sound advice to take the branch forward. 
All attending were then treated to a marching and piping display by 
the pipe band, a buffet was then served.

In true Royal Marine fashion, celebrations continued until late in the day. 
The occasion was one to remember; the weather was set fair, and it was a proud day for all in the Highland Branch who look forward to playing their part in the Royal Marines Association in the future. 
On Sunday 15th June, six of the branch attended Barry Budden near Arbroath for the East of Scotland branch’s service of remembrance for those thirteen fallen of 45 Commando RM in the Falklands conflict.

We all found the service very moving despite the rain which fell out of a blue sky for the occasion. It was also the first parade for our standard after the dedication.

We were intrigued to learn of a new drill movement for senior officers in Commando units which involved turning left about turn, and were assured that this movement will be in the Corps drill manuals before too long. We believe you sir!!! [No names given]

We have had two new members; Richard Turney and Scott Thompson join the branch, so we welcome them. We are now thinking of ways to collect funds for Corps charities and also looking forward to the parade at Spean Bridge on 29th June. 

